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SUBJECT: INFORMAL MEETING WITH PRESS BY SECRETARY KISSINGER AND 
DUTCH FOREIGN MINISTER VAN DER STOEL FOLLOWING THEIR 
BILATERAL MEETING AT THE HILTON HOTEL, BRUSSELS, WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER 11, 1974 

1. QUESTION: MR. SECRETARY, COULD WE ASK YOU, HAVE THERE 

BEEN ANY NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN RELATIONS BETWEEN KLM AND YOUR 
COUNTRY RECENTLY? COULD YOU GIVE US SOME STATEMWNT? 

2. SECRETARY: I THINK THIS IS PRIMARILY A DUTCH PROBLEM 
SO WHY DOESN’T THE FOREIGN MINISTER . . . 

3. FOREIGN MINISTER VAN DER STOEL: A DUTCH/AMERICAN 
PROBLEM (LAUGHTER). 

4. SECRETARY: WELL, WE WILL TRY TO MAKE IT A DUTCH 
PROBLEM (LAUGHTER). 

5. FOREIGN MINISTER: WE WILL NOT SUCCEED IN THAT. WELL, 
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WE DISCUSSED, OF COURSE, AMONG OTHER THINGS THE PROBLEM OF 
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KLM, AND I EXPLAINED TO THE SECRETARY WHY WE FEEL 
EXTREMELY WORRIED ABOUT THIS AND WHY WE FEEL THAT THE 
AMERICAN PROPOSALS ARE UNACCEPTABLE. THE SECRETARY 
BESIDES HAS SAID THAT THE U.S. GOVERNMENT WOULD BE PRE- 
PARED TO HOLD ANY UNILATERAL ACTION UNTIL A NEW ROUND 
OF NEGOTIATIONS WOULD START. SO, IN EFFECT, I EXPECT 
THAT SOME TIME IN THE NEW YEAR THERE WILL BE A NEW ROUND 
OF NEGOTIATIONS. IN THE MEANTIME, I WOULD NOT EXPECT ANY 
UNILATERAL ACTION ON THE AMERICAN SIDE. 

6. SECRETARY KISSINGER: THIS IS CORRECT. WE DISCUSSED 

A VARIETY OF ISSUES INCLUDING THIS, AND WE WOULD LIKE TO 
SETTLE THIS ISSUE ON THE BASIS OF THE TRADITIONAL FRIEND- 
SHIP BETWEEN THE NETHERLANDS AND UNITED STATES. SO WE 
AGREED TO RESUME NEGOTIATIONS EARLY IN THE NEW YEAR, AND 
THAT WE AWOULD NOT TAKE ANY UNILATERAL ACTION UNTIL THE 
NEGOTIATIONS HAVE HAD A CHANCE, AND IN ANY EVENT, THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER AND I WILL CONSULT BEFORE ANY UNILATERAL 
ACTIONS, IF ANY, ARE TAKEN; BUT WE ARE HOPEFUL TO BE ABLE 
TO AVOID IT. 

7. QUESTION: HOW ABOUT THE PROCEDURE WHICH IS GOING ON 
NOW IN THE COURT OF APPEALS IN WASHINGTON? 

8. SECRETARY KISSINGER: WELL, I HAVE TO TELL YOU THE 
TRUTH; I AM NOT FAMILIAR WITH ALL THE TECHNICAL DETAILS 
AND WE WILL CARRY OUT WHAT I HAVE SAID HERE. 

9. QUESTION: CAN YOU SAY WHAT OTHER ISSUES YOU DISCUSSED? 

10. SECRETAY DISSINGER: OH,YES, WE DISCUSSED THE 
EUROPEAN SECURITY CONFERENCE, SOME ENERGY PROBLEMS, A 
LITTLE TALK ABOUT THE EUROPEAN SUMMIT . . . 

1 1 . FOREIGN MINISTER VAN DER STOEL: THE PROGRESS OF 
THE MBFR NEGOTIATIONS. 

12. SECRETARY KISSINGER: YES. 

13. QUESTION: STARFIGHTERS? 
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14. SECRETARY KISSINGER: STARFIGHTERS, I'M NOT AN ARMS 
SALESMAN. STARFIGHTERS, NO, AS IT HAPPENS IT DIDN'T COME 
UP, BUT I WOULD ADD THAT ALL THE DISCUSSIONS WERE IN THE 
SPIRIT OF FRIENDSHIP WHICH IS CHARACTERISTIC OF DUTCH/ 
AMERICAN RELATIONS AND OF MY PERSONAL RELATIONS WITH THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER. 
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15. QUESTION: COMING BACK TO ATLANTIC FLIGHTS, IS THERE ANY 
IDEA FORUS TO BELIEVE THAT MAYBE YOU WOULD START DISCUS- 
SIONS ON A MORE INTERNATIONAL BASIS AND NOT PURELY 
BILATERAL? 

16. SECRETARY KISSINGER: I THINK WE HAD BETTER LEAVE 
IT AS IT IS. THEY WILL CERTAINLY START FIRST ON A 
BILATERAL BASIS. KISSINGER 
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